
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 
 

 

 

As any teacher or public speaker knows, the best way to deliver a message is to tell a story that 

drives the point memorably home. An evocative story has staying power. The longer it is 

savored, the more its meaning penetrates our understanding. So it is not surprising to note how 

frequently biblical writers resort to storytelling as a mode of teaching.  

In today’s readings, we see that the writer of Wisdom appeals to the great story of the Exodus to 

illustrate God’s special providence for the just, while the writer of Hebrews retells the exploits of 

Abraham to affirm the necessity for a vital faith. In the gospel, Jesus underscores a teaching on 

stewardship with contrasting parables about responsible and reprehensible servants. Though all 

three of these teachers were no doubt held in great esteem by their audiences, chances are their 

lessons might have slipped beyond their listeners—and any future disciples—if they had relied 

on a sterile thesis statement alone. 

Jesus is rarely depicted as retelling ancient stories. He knew other teachers were handling that 

end of the business. Instead, he created new stories to open up windows on human 

understanding. His parables were memorable because they were fresh and contemporary. The 

folks in the crowds were familiar with servants like the ones Jesus described: the fellow who is 

vigilant for his master’s arrival and has the household organized to receive him-- as well as the 

abusive servant who raids the kitchen and the liquor cabinet, beats the men beneath his station, 

and takes liberties with the women. These and other characters that Jesus described—a farmer 

sowing seed or a woman baking bread—were imbued with meaning because of the tag ending 

that Jesus applied to these common scenes. 

So in the gospel we heard today, Jesus adds profound teaching tag lines to the everyday stories 

he is telling, such as: “For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be”… or “Much will 

be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person 

entrusted with more.”   Jesus’ intention is to lift the veil on our present experiences to show us 

that God’s grace is active in every hour and is available for those who have eyes to see.   And so, 

like Jesus, allow me to share a contemporary story. 

Three times that year he had had car trouble on the freeways in and around Portland, Oregon: a 

blowout on the freeway, a bunch of blown fuses, and running out of gas. Each time he was stuck, 
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he was disgusted with the way people refused to help or how some tried to take advantage of his 

situation, like the tow trucks that would whizz past him without stopping and the gas stations that 

would not lend him a gas can for “safety reasons” but would sell him a cheap, one-gallon 

container — with no cap — for $15.  But all three times he was rescued by those least able and 

expected to help: Mexican migrant workers. 

  

When his tire blew, he was driving a friend’s car and discovered that he had no jack. He put big 

signs in the window, NEED A JACK, and offered money. Three hours went by, and no one 

stopped. Finally, as he was about to begin hitchhiking, a van pulled up and a guy bounded out of 

the vehicle. 

  

The man was Mexican, with his family of four in tow. He didn’t speak English, so he called out 

his young daughter, who did. As the driver and the Mexican worked to change the tire, the 

stranded motorist accidentally broke the man’s jack. He felt like an idiot. No worries — the wife 

was gone in a flash and returned 15 minutes later with a new jack and the tire was finally 

changed. The two were filthy and sweaty. His wife produced a large water jug for them to wash 

their hands. The grateful driver tried to put a twenty-dollar bill in the man’s hand, but he 

wouldn’t take it. He then quietly slipped it to the man’s wife. He asked the daughter where they 

lived, thinking he might send them a gift. The daughter explained that they lived in Mexico; they 

were in Oregon to pick cherries and peaches over the next few weeks, then go back home. 

  

As they said goodbye, the girl asked the stranded driver if he had lunch yet. When he told her no, 

she ran up and handed him a tamale. He thanked them again and walked back to his car and 

opened the tamale (he was starving by now). And inside the foil was his twenty-dollar bill.  He 

ran back to try to catch the van, waving the twenty. The father waved him off with a smile and, 

in fractured English, called out, “Today you-- tomorrow me.” 

  

The stranded driver, Justin Horner, is a graphic designer in Portland. He recounted the story in an 

essay in The New York Times. Justin concludes his story with this: 

 

 “This family, undoubtedly poorer than just about everyone else on that stretch of highway, 

working on a seasonal basis where time is money, took a couple of hours out of their day to help 

a strange guy on the side of the road where tow trucks were just passing him by . . . Since then, 
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I’ve changed a couple of tires, given a few rides to gas stations and once drove 50 miles out my 

way to get a girl to an airport. I won’t accept money. But every time I’m able to help, I feel as if 

I’m putting something in the bank.” 

 

The gospel reading today ended with this tag line of Jesus: “Much will be required of the person 

entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.”  We 

are all called to be “faithful and prudent servants” of the abilities and resources that the “master” 

has entrusted to us and for which he will hold us accountable.  Humility is the grace to be 

grateful for what we have as gifts from God and to realize our responsibility to put those gifts to 

the service of the wider community. 

 

With this in mind, I reflect on our stewardship of the many gifts and blessings we have all 

received as citizens of this country—much, much more than so many other people in the world.  

According to Jesus, “more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.”  I can’t help 

thinking about the issues that are in the news day after day: 

• Our care for God’s gift of the earth, and our national commitment to protecting the 

environment; 

• Our treatment as a nation of those who, like most of our own ancestors, flee their 

homelands and try to find a better life for their families in our midst; 

• Our interest in addressing the societal problem of mass killings with semi-automatic 

weapons, and the racism that seems to be the motivation for so many of these killings. 

(Regarding the last:  I just saw in the news that some companies are now offering “bullet 

resistant” backpacks at outrageous prices to frightened parents.  Really, is this the best we can do 

to protect our children?)  I hesitate to mention any of these issues, as in most people’s minds they 

are all intertwined with politics.  I am inviting you to step outside politics, and to simply consider 

these issues as disciples of Jesus and stewards of the many blessings and gifts we have received 

in this country. 

 

Jesus promises that “faithful and prudent servants” who keep the kingdom of God before them in 

all of their relationships, who lead and influence others by the example of their own humble 

service, and who place the common good before their own interests, will find places of honor at 

the master’s table at the banquet of heaven.  How will God judge us as citizens of the United 

States in 2019? 


